North Pacific Fishery Management Council Takes
Action to Address Distressed Stocks

East Borough Natural Resources Director.

At their December meeting in the Anchorage Hilton, the North Pacific Fishery
Management Council took measured steps to address chum salmon bycatch. The Council
directed the newly formed Salmon Bycatch Committee to develop management
recommendations for the Council to review at their April meeting, when salmon bycatch
genetic studies will also be available. Over 40 individuals testified and 145 written
comments submitted on the chum bycatch issue. Representatives of western Alaska
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advocated for a chum bycatch cap for the pollock industry, and a cap is included in the
Council motion.

The Council also took several actions to bolster depleted BSAI snow and red king crab
stocks. The Council tasked the Crab Plan Team to work on trawl and non-trawl crab
bycatch limits, and consider area closures for the groundfish fisheries. The council also
initiated an analysis of implementing closures of the Red King Crab Savings Area and
Subarea, and a closure of Area 512
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Islands. The Council also set final actlon on the Cook Inlet Salmon FMP amendment for

April 2023, and added options for analysis to the 2 viable alternatives. The Council also
recommended charter halibut management measures for IPHC regulatory areas 2C and
3A. Appointments to the SSC and AP were announced at the end of the December
meeting. The Council newsletter with a complete summary of the December meeting can
be found here when posted.

The Alaska Board of Fisheries Completes the Bristol
Bay meeting; Up next: AYK

The Bristol Bay Finfish meeting of the Alaska Board of Fisheries was held in the
cavernous first floor Hall of the Dena’ina Center in Anchorage November 29 - December
1, 2022. The Summary of the meeting actions can be found here. The seven-member
board had only six members in attendance for the meeting, with one vacant seat. Member
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https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=3f466f72-7d09-4dda-a442-50d53b5206ec.pdf&fileName=D1%20Council%20Motion%20Salmon%20Bycatch%20FINAL.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=d5602b31-4494-403b-8b72-497c579b0a32.pdf&fileName=C5%20Council%20Motion%20Gulf%20Specs.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=d5602b31-4494-403b-8b72-497c579b0a32.pdf&fileName=C5%20Council%20Motion%20Gulf%20Specs.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=49a0d7ce-dee1-4cad-abe2-fec5f61dea1a.pdf&fileName=C4%20Council%20Motion%20BSAI%20Specs.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=49a0d7ce-dee1-4cad-abe2-fec5f61dea1a.pdf&fileName=C4%20Council%20Motion%20BSAI%20Specs.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=ffcb58e4-ff74-440e-b26b-8a0a9d99dc07.pdf&fileName=C3%20Council%20Motion.pdf
https://meetings.npfmc.org/CommentReview/DownloadFile?p=a4b72994-6857-420c-95cf-cf1fbcb133df.pdf&fileName=E%20December%202022%20Appointments.pdf
https://www.npfmc.org/newsletters/
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/regulations/regprocess/fisheriesboard/pdfs/2022-2023/bb/soa.pdf

Jensen was recused from proposals 34, 35, 42-48 and 57-59, due to a family member
permit ownership in the Bristol Bay drift net fishery, leaving just five members to
consider those proposals.

The Board postponed Proposals 11, 12 & 13 related to the Nushagak-Mulchatna King
Salmon Management Plan, until the Statewide meeting in March, and added one extra
day to that meeting. The Board had designated the Nushagak River Kings a Stock of
Concern in October. The department was able to publish the required Action Plan just
days before the meeting, and several public testifiers favored delaying consideration of
the Nushagak proposals due to the late notice. Board Member John Jensen will also be
recused from proposals 11, 12 & 13 at the statewide meeting.

The Arctic/Yukon/Kuskokwim (AYK) meeting will be held January 14-18 at the Egan
Center in Anchorage. The Board will consider the 3 proposals adopted from ACRs during
the AYK meeting, including Proposal 170, formerly ACR 1, to establish a vessel pot
limit of 500 pots and an overall fishery pot limit of 10,000 pots for the North Peninsula
District Dungeness crab fishery. Written public comment has favored the vessel pot limit
but not the overall fishery pot limit. Local crab fishermen requested the Board to move
consideration of Proposal 170 to the Statewide meeting in March, without success.

AEB Winter Fisheries Meeting 12/20/2022

The Aleutians East Borough Natural Resources Department will host the annual Winter
Fisheries meeting via Zoom on Tuesday, December 20, 2022 at 10 a.m. Login
information can be found on the flyer below. Agency representatives will provide
overviews of upcoming 2023 winter fisheries and give updates on any regulation changes
of note. Some of the upcoming 2023 local State-water fisheries guideline harvest levels
and opening dates:

e South Peninsula Tanner Crab Eastern District 525,000 Ibs., Western District
575,000 Ibs. Open Jan. 15, 2023.

e South Alaska Peninsula Pacific cod pot gear 4,196,059 Ibs., opens March 7, 2023
or 7 days after fed season closes, jig gear Pcod 740,481 Ibs., opens 48 hours after
federal A season closes.

e Dutch Harbor Subdistrict Pacific cod pot gear 38,316,000 Ibs., open 7 days after
fed BSAI pot cod <60ft closes; jig gear Pcod 100,000 Ibs., open May 1, 2023.
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http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/applications/dcfnewsrelease/1442998858.pdf
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/applications/dcfnewsrelease/1447507659.pdf
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/applications/dcfnewsrelease/1447854642.pdf
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AEB Fishermen’s Winter Fisheries Meeting
Wednesday December 20, 2022 at 10 a.m.

via Zoom/virtual meeting

Zoom meeting login information:
https://us02web.zoom.us/}/84001815596?pwd=TVVMYnpsZzVuSVpLbU1HZVBOSFpB

QT09
or by phone: 1 253 215 8782

e Meeting ID: 840 0181 5596
e Passcode: 667647

Meeting scheduled to be broadcast live on local radio KSDP and at www.apradio.org

Winter Fisheries updates from:

« U. S. Coast Guard, Kodiak.

* Alaska Department of Fish & Game, Kodiak.

* NMFS Sustainable Fisheries, Alaska Region, Juneau.
» Alaska Fisheries Science Center, Seattle.

* North Pacific Observer Program

* NMFS Office of Law Enforcement

Reports from
* AEB Natural Resources Department
» Local Fishermen Organizations

For more information please contact Aleutians East Borough:
Natural Resources Director Ernie Weiss 907-274-7557 eweiss@aeboro.org or

Natural Resources Assistant Director Charlotte Levy 907-274-7566
clevy@aeboro.org
'830am

Sand Point, Alaska

www.aebfish.org
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84001815596?pwd=TVVMYnpsZzVuSVpLbU1HZVB0SFpBQT09
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You are reading FISH NEWS, published quarterly by the Aleutians East Borough to help keep the
lines of communication open among Alaska's commercial fishing interests. If you would like to
have FISH NEWS delivered to you via e-mail subscription, send an e-mail message to
Itanis@aeboro.org . For more information about our fisheries, our people,
and our communities, please visit us at www.aleutianseast.org,
www.aebfish.org and find us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/AleutiansEastBoroughAlaska

and

https://www.facebook.com/AEBfish

facebook.
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