In the Loop

AKUTAN « COLD BAY « NELSON LAGOON

EAST

BOROUGH

FALSE PASS « KING COVE « SAND POINT

NOTICE OF OFFICES TO BE FILLED

The regular election for the Aleutians East Borough will be held October 5, 2021. Declaration
of Candidacy must be filed with the Borough Clerk in Sand Point or with an Assistant Borough
Clerk beginning August 23 through September 3, 2021.

ALEUTIANS EAST BOROUGH ASSEMBLY:
SEATC. . ........THREE(3) YEAR TERM
SEATD. ... ........THREE(3) YEAR TERM

ALEUTIANS EAST BOROUGH SCHOOL BOARD:

SEATA . ........THREE (3) YEAR TERM
SEATF. o .....THREE(3)YEAR TEEM

DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY FORMS MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE BOROUGH CLERK'S
QOFFICE IN SAND POINT OR FROM THE FOLLOWING BOROUGH ASSISTANT CLERKS:

KING COWVE CITY OFFICE..........................COSETTE BENDIXEMN / KIMBERLY NEWMAN
AKUTAN CITY OFFICE.............................AMANDA TCHERIPANOFF

FALSE PASS CITY OFFICE.........................CARLEEN HOBLET

COLD BAY ... CANDACE NIELSEN

MELSON LAGOOMN. .......................c......NANETTE JOHNSOMN

COMPLETED MOTARIZED FORMS MUST BE RECEIVED IN PERSON BY THE CLERK OR ASSISTANT
CLERK. FAXED COPIES OF SIGHNED DECLARATION OF CANDIDACY WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED AS
OFFICIAL NOTICE OF INTENT TO FILE.

QUALIFICATIONS OF ASSEMBLY AND SCHOOL BOARD MEMBERS: ASSEMELY AND SCHOOL
BOARD MEMBERS SHALL BE A QUALIFIED ELECTOR OF THE ALEUTIANS EAST BOROUGH AND
SHALL HAVE BEEMW A RESIDENT WITHIN THE BOROUGH FOR A MIMIMUM OF OME YEAR PRIOR TO
HOLDING OFFICE.

ALL CANDIDATES MUST FILE A COMPLETED PUBLIC OFFICIAL FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE
STATEMENT.

HO DECLARATION OF CAMDIDACY MAY BE ACCEPTED, CORRECTED, AMENDED OR
WITHD 5WN AFTER 5:00 P.M. ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMEER 3, 2021.

WP
Tina Anderson, Borough Clerk
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Purpose of Study

Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephalus) is one of the
largest groundfish fisheries in Alaska and is also a key
predator in the Alaska marine ecosystem. During the
winter, Pacific cod aggregate to spawn and at least some
portions of the population undergo a large seasonal
migration to summer foraging grounds. The primary
purpose of this tagging study is to examine the seasonal
movements of Pacific cod captured in the western Gulf of
Alaska (WGOA) during the spawning season to better
understand their connections with the wider Gulf of
Alaska (GOA) and eastern Bering Sea (EBS) during the
summer when the Alaska Fisheries Science Center (AFSC)
bottom trawl surveys are conducted. A secondary
purpose of this study is to collect biological information
of the Pacific cod population from various fishing
locations around the Shumagin Islands to provide data
on age structure, length distribution, genetic origin, food
habits, and spawning condition of the fish in the region.

March 2021 tagging

We worked with Captain Kiley Thompson (F/V Decision),
a local fisher with detailed knowledge of fishing grounds,
to tag Pacific cod with both satellite and conventional
tags in the Shumagin and Sanak Island areas (Figure 1)
during March 2021. Satellite tags constantly record
depth, temperature, and light data when the fish is at
liberty. After the tags release from the fish and "pop up"
to the surface, the Argos satellite network obtains their
location and the data transmitted by the tags can be
used

Figure 1. The 8 study areas and numbers of conventional tags
released (in parentheses) in the Western Gulf of Alaska. Areas
with stars indicate release of 5 satellite tags per area. Yellow
crosses denote stationary tag locations.

WESTERN GULF OF ALASKA PACIFIC COD TAGGING STUDY
Alaska Fisheries Science Center & the Aleutians East Borough
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to estimate travel paths of tagged fish. Satellite tags were
programmed to pop up after 90, 180, and 365 days. We
released 25 satellite tagged Pacific cod and 957
conventionally tagged Pacific cod in 8 subareas of the
larger study area (Figure 1). In addition, we collected 155
biological specimens for length, weight, age structure,
genetic samples, maturity and stomach content. We
collected length and maturity information from 183 fish.

Summer 2021 Update

By the end of July of 2021, we received locations for 16
satellite tagged fish and 5 conventionally tagged fish
(Figure 2). While some tagged fish remained in the
release area through June, others moved more than
1000 km to Bristol Bay, the northern Bering Sea, and
Russia. These preliminary results indicate that the WGOA
and the Bering Sea regions are connected through
seasonal migration.

Figure 2. Monthly satellite and conventional tag recovery
locations through July 2021 by region (NBS = Northern Bering
Sea, EBS = Eastern Bering Sea, Al = Aleutian Islands, and GOA =
Gulf of Alaska). White boxes around colored symbols indicate
recovery of conventional tags.

Next Steps

Work is on-going to estimate travel paths for fish
that have provided data from satellite tags so far. This
will provide information on migration pathways and
timing. Additional tagging updates will be provided after
the September and March pop-up dates. Information on
movement between management regions obtained from
this study will be considered by stock assessors and
fisheries managers. We anticipate conducting another
round of tagging and biological sampling in the WGOA
during the next spawning season around March 2022.

Project Contacts: Charlotte Levy, Aleutians East Borough

Susanne McDermott, Alaska Fisheries Science Center

clevy@aeboro.org

susanne.mcdermott@noaa.gov
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SWAMC Recovery & Resiliency Survey

How has covid impacted your family’s income and wellbeing? What helped the most? What
could have worked better? You can be entered to win a $50 Visa gift card when you share your
experience with an important local organization — the Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference.
Your voice is extremely important our region recovers economically and builds stronger
communities for tomorrow. Click the link to take the survey: https://swamc.org/2021-
programs/economic-recovery-plan/swamc-recovery-resiliency-survey

SWAMC RECOVERY
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https://swamc.org/2021-programs/economic-recovery-plan/swamc-recovery-resiliency-survey
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Department
of Family
& Community

Development

Employment, Training
& Related Services

September 14 & 15
10a - 2p
Unangam Ulaa - APIA’s
Anchorage Office
(Training may be held
via Zoom depending

® ® o ® ® on circumstances.)
—_— <

TOPICS:

* Alaska Native Culture

* Aleut Culture

* Intersection with Russian
Orthodox Religion

APIA Fswseu F§  NOFEETO

ALEUTIAN PRIBILOF ISLANDS ASSOCIATION FV .C | NRG NF ( )* ) ATTEND

With Spirit and Strength
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If you’d like to subscribe, please email Itanis@aeboro.orqg .

Thank you for reading In the Loop. If you would like to subscribe or
unsubscribe, please send an email to ltanis@aeboro.org. For more
information about our communities, our people, and our fisheries, please
visit us at www.aleutianseast.org and www.aebfish.org. For the latest
news, find us on Facebook:

Link to AEB's Facebook page faCEbOOk

Link to King Cove's Facebook page

Link to Cold Bay's Facebook page

Link to Sand Point's Facebook page

Link to Akutan's Facebook page
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