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WASSIP Provides Presentation to Board of Fish;  

Five Additional Reports To Be Completed by Nov. 19th 

 

 
Members of WASSIP (Western Alaska Salmon Stock Identification Project) presented 

two reports to the Alaska Board of Fisheries last week (Oct. 11, 2012). One of the reports 

focused on sampling and the other concentrated on genetic baselines for sockeye. The 

presentation included an overview of the WASSIP structure and process. Five additional 

reports are due by November 19
th

. 

 

WASSIP members said biologists sampled two species (chum and sockeye) within a 

four-year period (2006 to 2009). Two-thousand to 

5,000 samples were taken in each area. Eleven 

different regions were sampled as part of the project. 

Altogether, 143,258 chums were collected. Of those, 

74,445 samples from 2007 to 2009 were selected for 

analysis. Biologists sampled 182,523 sockeye. Of 

those, 81,931 samples from 2006 to 2008 were 

selected for analysis. The chum genetic baseline 

contains the entire Pacific Rim. Sockeye is more 

limited in scope.  

 

 WASSIP members said what surprised 
them most about this project was the 
inability to distinguish Western Alaska 
chum salmon for genetic stock 
identification purposes.  
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WASSIP members told the board that what surprised them most about this project was 

the inability to distinguish Western Alaska chum salmon for genetic stock identification 

purposes.  

 

“My take on all the results I’ve seen so far is that it’s really hard to find a smoking gun 

there,” said Eric Volk, member of WASSIP’s Advisory Panel and Chief Anadromous 

Fisheries Specialist with the Alaska Department of Fish And Game (ADF&G). “I’m not 

expecting to be very well-informed in terms of where the Norton Sound chums are being 

captured. It’s hard to know exactly where those fish are coming from,” he said. 

 

This WASSIP program includes salmon fisheries from Chignik Bay to Kotzebue Sound, 

extending over 3,000 kilometers of shoreline.  Funding for sampling and analysis has 

been provided by the State of Alaska and through cooperative grants with NOAA 

Fisheries. 

 

For more information on the two completed reports, visit the links below: 

 

Sampling Results Report 

 

Sockeye Baseline Report  

 

 

 

           News from the North Pacific  

           Fishery Management Council 
 

 
CGOA Trawl PSC  
 

The North Pacific Fishery Management Council unanimously passed a motion that spells 

out the purpose and need for tools to better manage prohibited species catch (PSC) in the 

Central Gulf of Alaska (CGOA) trawl fleet and points out some of the challenges. A 

discussion paper on the topic is expected to be presented to the Council in February. The 

Council also passed a motion to adopt a control date of Dec. 31, 2012. 

 

On Tuesday, Oct. 9, 2012, the Council took public comment on CGOA trawl PSC tools. 

Shortly afterward, ADF&G Commissioner Cora Campbell introduced a motion  

recognizing that the Council would create a new management structure which allocates 

allowable harvest to individuals, cooperative or other entities to eliminate the derby-style 

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/FedAidPDFs/SP11-10.pdf
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/FedAidpdfs/SP12-12.pdf
http://www.aebfish.org/goacatchsharepnn.pdf
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race for fish in the CGOA. The new program would be designed to provide tools for the 

effective management and reduction of PSC and bycatch and promote increased 

utilization for both target and secondary species harvested in the Gulf of Alaska. 

 

“What I put forward limits the scope of action to the Central Gulf trawl fishery because 

this is the sector with the greatest issues to 

address in terms of bycatch,” said Campbell. 

“It’s also the sector in the area that is furthest 

along in terms of stakeholder discussions.  The 

purpose and needs statement (of this motion) is 

responsive to industry concerns and   

community objectives. The AP (Advisory 

Panel) motion is the basis for this motion.” 

 

Sam Cotten and several other Council members 

praised Campbell’s motion. 

 

“I think it’s an outstanding piece of work,” said 

Cotten. “It encompasses what everybody 

wanted and focuses in on what’s envisioned as 

a new management plan. It protects the communities and promotes stability. All the 

things that we were concerned about are on the table.” 

 

Next, the Council vote 7 to 4 to adopt a control date of Dec. 31, 2012 which affects 

catcher vessels and catcher processors. Any catch history after this date may not be 

credited.  Cotten, Commissioner Campbell, Council member Glen Merrill and Council 

Chairman Eric Olson voted against it. 

 

Campbell said a control date is supposed to be a firm cutoff. She added that if this motion 

is just to provide notice to the public that the Council may be treating catch history 

differently after this date, it undermines the very effectiveness of what a control date is 

supposed to be.   

 

“It’s an empty phrase,” Cotten added. 

 

Earlier during the meeting, members of the public expressed their concerns about a 

control date. 

 

“If you put that control date in there, it crushes us,” said Matt Hagge, a member of the 

Alaska Whitefish trawlers. “Independent fishermen will be done before you ever get this 

Council members voted in favor of a motion, 
introduced by ADF&G Commissioner Cora 
Campbell, which spells out the purpose and need 
for tools to better manage PSC in the Central Gulf 
of Alaska (CGOA) trawl fleet. 
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action into place. There are people buying up boats now, and they’re going to buy them 

up as soon as you put a control date in.” 

 

Beth Stewart, the executive director of the Peninsula Fishermen’s Coalition, testified that 

bycatch management in the Central Gulf is a very big concern for fishermen in the 

Western Gulf. 

 

“We don’t oppose the Central Gulf going forward with rationalization,” she added. “But 

we realize that this will have significant impacts on the Western Gulf. Our concern right 

now is that if you rationalize the 

Central Gulf, Area 620, will be 

affected in ways that we can’t 

possibly imagine at this point.” 

 

Area 620 is part of the Central Gulf. 

Stewart pointed out that local 

fishermen from Sand Point and King 

Cove fish there for pollock and 

Pacific cod because it’s so close.  

 

“They strongly believe that you can’t 

mess with one player in this Gulf-

wide area without having horrible 

adverse effects on everyone else,” she said.  

 

Stewart asked that the Council move forward with a proposal to move the boundary line 

from the Western Gulf up to include the 157 line of Area 620. She said that would 

preserve the fishing patterns of fishermen in the Western Gulf. She also asked that 

exclusive registration be provided during the development and early implementation of 

Central Gulf rationalization. Stewart added that she and other fishermen are concerned 

that people who have acquired their history from the Central Gulf will come running over 

to the Western Gulf to build a history there so they can get a bigger chunk of the pie. 

 

“So we think there needs to be sideboards during the development of this program as 

well,” she said. 

 

The Council expects to hear more discussion on trawl PSC in the Western Gulf during 

the months to come. The next step in the process involving the Central Gulf is a 

discussion paper, which is expected to be presented to the Council in February.  

 

Beth Stewart, the executive director of the Peninsula 
Fishermen’s Coalition, asked that the Council move forward 
with a proposal to move the boundary line from the Western 
Gulf up to include the 157 line of Area 620. 
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Observer Program:  

  

The Council heard a report presented by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 

on the new observer program, which is scheduled to go into effect January 1, 2013. The 

program will use random sampling from two different pools. One is a trip-based pool. 

Those fishermen chosen from the trip pool would carry observers for one trip. The other 

sampling program is a vessel pool in which observers are assigned to fishing vessels for 

90 days.   

 

Right now, vessels less than 60 feet are not required to have observers. Vessels from 60 

to 125 feet are required to have 30 percent observer coverage from the trip-based pool. In 

addition, vessel owners decide which trips the observers will go on and when that will 

occur. Boats that are 125 feet in length or greater are required to have 100 percent 

observer coverage. However, starting January 1
st
, boats that are less than 60 feet in length 

will be affected as well as longliners and other vessels that are already part of the 

program. NMFS will decide when observers will come aboard.   

 

The program costs, which are funded by NMFS in 2013 (the first year of the program), 

came in high on the bids for providing observers. Since less money is available for the 

program in 2013, there will be fewer observers overall (13 percent of all vessels will have 

observers). A priority will be placed on those fisheries (trawlers and longliners) that have 

higher PSC issues. In year two (2014 and the years that follow), observers will be paid 

for by vessel owners (a 1.25 percent fee on landings).  

 

The Council recommended that NMFS evaluate several components of the program after 

its first year. Those components include collecting information on catcher vessels that act 

as catcher processors for a portion of the year, considering changes to how vessels are 

part of the trip or vessel pool, and examining the costs and possible efficiencies. The 

Council also requested that NMFS look into electronic monitoring (EM) as a possible 

option. 

 

During the meeting, the Council listened to a report on EM. Right now, it’s a pilot 

program with voluntary participation. One of the objectives is to find out whether EM 

data is the same as observer data.  

 

Halibut Fisheries Issues: 

 

The Council voted 10 to 1 to recommend a new plan for halibut fisheries. The old plan 

was based on GHL (guideline harvest level). The new plan will be based on a catch share 

plan (a combined catch limit for the commercial and charter sectors). Each sector will 
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receive a percentage of the harvest, starting in 2014. The charter-commercial percentage 

will be different in areas 2C, Southeast and 3A, the Central Gulf of Alaska. The plan 

includes more individual accountability on waste. 

 

Both sectors will now go up and down, based on abundance, which is better for the 

commercial fleet. Both sectors will share the conservation burden. 

 

Steller Sea Lion Issues: 

 

On a separate issue, the Council made a motion, based on recommendations of the Steller 

Sea Lion Mitigation Committee (SSLMC). The motion asks NMFS to vacate the 2010 

Biological Opinion and adopt an expedited schedule for the new SSL environmental 

impact statement (EIS). Furthermore, the motion requests NMFS to pursue new 

reasonable and prudent alternatives (RPAs) that allow for greater fishing opportunities. 

The motion noted that the Center for 

Independent Experts peer review findings 

found that the science behind fishing 

restrictions in the western Aleutian Islands 

was flawed. Those restrictions shut down 

Pacific cod and Atka mackerel fisheries in the 

far western Aleutians under the premise of 

protecting the Steller sea lion (SSL) 

population. The Council motion requested 

NMFS to update its management and science 

based on new information before the 2013 

fishery starts. In addition, the Council asked NMFS to prepare a supplemental biological 

opinion that includes the new scientific information.        

 

The SSLMC is meeting each month May through November to assist the Council in 

formulating alternatives for the current SSL EIS. SSLMC Member Ernie Weiss has 

submitted four proposals on behalf of the Aleutians East Borough (AEB). They are: 

 

 Reallocate the WGOA pollock D season TAC to the A, B and C seasons. 

 Change the opening date of the WGOA Pacific cod A season. 

 Change the apportionment between the WGOA P.cod A and B seasons. 

 Add rookeries within the AEB to the navigable transit exemptions. 

 

The SSLMC meets in Juneau next week to begin work on the EIS alternatives. The 

Committee will take a look at 18 submitted proposals altogether.  

The Council made a motion asking NMFS to vacate 
the 2010 BiOp and adopt an expedited schedule 
for the new SSL EIS. 
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You are reading FISH NEWS, published quarterly by the Aleutians East Borough to help keep the 

lines of communication open among Alaska's commercial fishing interests. If you would like to 

have FISH NEWS delivered to you via e-mail subscription, send an e-mail message to 

ltanis@aeboro.org . For more information about our fisheries, our people, and our communities, 

please visit us at www.aleutianseast.org, www.aebfish.org and check out our blog at 

http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com/ . Find us on Facebook: 

http://www.facebook.com/AleutiansEastBorough 
 

mailto:ltanis@aeboro.org
http://www.aleutianseast.org/
http://www.aebfish.org/
http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AleutiansEastBorough

