Fish News

Jan. 18, 2012

Closure of Cold Bay and Morzhovoi Bay Tanner
Crab Fishery in the Western Section
of the South Peninsula District

According to the Alaska Department of Fish & Game (ADF&G), the waters of Cold Bay
and Morzhovoi Bay in the western section of the South Peninsula District closed inside a
line from Cape Pankof (54 degrees 39.37° N. lat.; 163 degrees 03.49” W. long.) to Bold
Cape (55 degrees 01.26” N. lat.; 162 degrees 15.59” W. long.) to Tanner crab fishing at
5:59 p.m. yesterday (Tuesday, January 17, 2012). Catch reports indicated the harvest
approached survey estimates of allowable Tanner crab surplus. Further harvest is not
warranted to protect the long-term health of Tanner crab in this area.

All pots within the closed area must be unbaited and doors open at the time of the
closure. Unbaited pots may be stored in the closed area in waters deeper than 25 fathoms
for 72 hours. After 72 hours, all pots remaining in the closed area must be removed from
the water or placed in waters shallower than 25 fathoms. Vessel operators are not
required to deliver crab harvested from the closed area.

Fishing in the remainder of the South Peninsula District - Western Section will remain
open until further notice.
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2012 Chignik District Tanner
Crab Season Delayed

The National Weather Service 4 a.m. 48-hour marine forecast for Area 155 today
(January 18, 2012) contained a gale warning. According to ADF&G, the Chignik District
Tanner crab final registration and season opening will be delayed for 24 hours.

If the 48-hour marine weather forecast in Area 155 issued at 4 a.m. on Thursday, January
19™ also contains a small craft advisory, final registration and the fishery opening will
again be delayed for 24 hours.

If the 48-hour marine weather forecast for Area 155 issued Thursday, January 19" does
not contain a small craft advisory, final registration will begin at 12:00 noon on January
19" and the fishery will open at 12:00 noon on January 20"

Any action to further delay or open the fishery will be announced in a subsequent
ADF&G news release by 9 a.m. on Thursday, January 19"

According to the fishery management plan for the Chignik District, season opening
delays may continue on a rolling 24-hour basis until 12:00 noon on January 25, when the
season will open regardless of National Weather Service marine weather forecasts.

You are reading FISH NEWS, published quarterly by the Aleutians East Borough to help keep the
lines of communication open among Alaska's commercial fishing interests. If you would like to
have FISH NEWS delivered to you via e-mail subscription, send an e-mail message to
Itanis@aeboro.org . For more information about our fisheries, our people, and our communities,
please visit us at www.aleutianseast.org, www.aebfish.org and check out our blog at
http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com/ .
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