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Small boat fishermen Want Additional 

 Changes in Observer Program 

 
Several small boat commercial fishermen expressed their unhappiness this week with 

new regulations and costs of the observer program, scheduled to go into effect Jan. 1, 

2013. Earlier this week, they testified in front of the North Pacific Fishery Management 

Council meeting in Anchorage.  

 

“It’s really disappointing,” Jeff Stephan, director of the Kodiak-based United 

Fishermen’s Marketing Association (UFMA), said in an article that appeared in the 

Kodiak Daily Mirror and SeafoodNews.com. “We were hoping for a delay in the 

observer program for the smaller boats. We don’t believe that it’s ready for 

implementation,” 

 

Fourteen fishing groups, including UFMA, signed a letter of protest last month, 

encouraging the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) to make changes in the 

program for small fishing boats.  

 

NMFS agreed to choose boats under the vessel selection pool for two-month periods. The 

original regulation was for three-month periods. The boat owners are concerned about the 

costs of an observer and where the observer will stay while onboard. NMFS also decided 

to give more consideration to the trip selection pool, which harvests most of the fish in 

Alaska. Despite these changes, some fishermen said NMFS still hasn’t done enough to 

accommodate them.  

 

NMFS has scheduled several public meetings in the weeks to come to address these 

concerns. 
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Read more - article in SeafoodNews.com and Kodiak Daily Mirror   

 

 

 

IPHC Staff Considers Preliminary Numbers for 

Basis of 2013 Recommended Catch Limits  

 
The staff for the International Pacific Halibut Commission (IPHC) has published 

preliminary numbers (referred to as the “blue line” in a recent presentation) to use as the 

basis for the recommended 2013 catch limits. These preliminary numbers were presented 

at the IPHC’s Interim Meeting in Seattle on November 28 and 29, 2012. They are subject 

to change. IPHC commissioners and their advisors will consider these numbers, along 

with public and industry views, during the IPHC Annual Meeting scheduled for January 

21 – 25, 2013 in Victoria B.C.  

 
 

Regulatory area 2012 catch limits 

(biomass in millions 

pounds, net weight) 

2013 preliminary 

numbers – current 

harvest policy 

2A 0.989 0.71 

2B 6.633 4.58 

2C 2.624 3.12 

3A 11.918 9.24 

3B 5.070 2.73 

4A 1.567 0.85 

4B 1.869 0.62 

4CDE 2.465 0.85 

TOTAL 33.136 22.7 

 

 

 

For more information, visit the link below. 

 

2012 IPHC Interim Meeting Presentation 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.seafoodnews.com/newsemail.asp?key=879149
http://www.iphc.int/meetings/2012im/im2012_advice_roadmap_part_2.pdf
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South Peninsula District Tanner Crab  

Survey Available 
 

 

The most recent Tanner crab survey is available and is posted on the ADFG website. 

Click the link below for more info. 

 

2011 Tanner crab bottom trawl survey results for So. Peninsula Dist. 
 

 

 

Borough’s 2013 Calendars Are Hot 

 Off the Presses! 

 
 

The printer just finished, boxed up and 

delivered the Borough’s 2013 calendar to the 

AEB Anchorage office this week. The 2013 

photo, taken by Lee Anne McDermott, 

features the F/V Aquarian. Skipper John 

Nelson Sr. along with crew member and 

grandson, James Nelson, both of Nelson 

Lagoon, were on board the Aquarian during 

the photo. The gorgeous photograph, shot 

against a backdrop of snow-capped 

mountains partially shrouded in fog, shows 

the vessel heading to Port Moller to deliver 

king and sockeye salmon. Calendars will be 

mailed out to each of the city offices, harbor 

houses, borough offices and the Nelson 

Lagoon tribal office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/static/fishing/PDFs/commercial/akpeninsula/2011_southpeninsula_tanner_trawl_survey.pdf
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THE BEST HOLIDAY GIFT EVER!!! 

A SEAFOOD GIFT PACK  

FROM ALEUTIA 

 
 

Bring the gift of the sea to your friends and relatives this holiday season with an 

Aleutia seafood variety gift pack. Aleutia is offering a limited supply of seafood 

packs featuring premium-quality Aleutia sockeye salmon, smoked salmon and King 

Crab. 

  

The packs include: 

 4 pounds of  Bristol Bay Red King Crab legs  

 3 pounds Aleutia sockeye salmon fillets, boneless and packed in 4-6 ounce 

servings 

 ½ pound delicious Aleutia smoked salmon 

Get the high quality seafood you’ve come to expect from Aleutia! You won’t be 

disappointed. Save money on shipping because the gift packs will be shipped from 

Seattle. 

Each pack is packaged festively with a personalized gift card, $5 gift certificate and 

holiday wrap.  

 

 $155.00 plus shipping  

Alaska residents pay NO sales tax in Seattle. 

 

Contact Hilary at 907-383-5909 or see her at the Aleutia office to reserve your gift 

pack today. Supplies are extremely limited so don’t wait! 

 

 
You are reading FISH NEWS, published quarterly by the Aleutians East Borough to help keep the 

lines of communication open among Alaska's commercial fishing interests. If you would like to 

have FISH NEWS delivered to you via e-mail subscription, send an e-mail message to 

ltanis@aeboro.org . For more information about our fisheries, our people, and our communities, 

please visit us at www.aleutianseast.org, www.aebfish.org and check out our blog at 

http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com/ . Find us on Facebook: 
http://www.facebook.com/AleutiansEastBorough 

mailto:ltanis@aeboro.org
http://www.aleutianseast.org/
http://www.aebfish.org/
http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AleutiansEastBorough

