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Bringing the Aleutians East Borough, the AEB School District and Eastern Aleutian Tribes
together by sharing common goals.

Hovercraft Stand Down Continues For 11 Additional Days

Operations Resume April 13, 2008 with a 3-Day per Week Schedule

The Aleutians East Borough has decided to continue the hovercraft hiatus through April 12,
2008. The following day, abbreviated operations will resume, with one round trip, three days per
week (Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday) between King Cove and Cold Bay.

“We have the utmost confidence in the hovercraft and its crew,” said Aleutians East Borough
Administrator Bob Juettner, “but it is taking a little longer to develop a new operating plan and to
re-fund the project than we had originally thought.”
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The hiatus began March 1, 2008. The stand down was originally scheduled for two weeks. It was
extended to give the Borough administration additional time to resolve the financial deficit that
the hovercraft operation has been incurring.

It costs approximately $120,000 per month (more than $1.4 million per year) for the Borough to
operate the hovercraft. Mechanical problems, delays in getting replacement parts from the United
Kingdom and poor weather have combined to keep the hovercraft out of service much more than
previously anticipated. Between the beginning of the fiscal year (which began July 1, 2007) and
the end of February 2008, the Borough has incurred a hovercraft-related loss of $832,000.

All hovercraft operations will be subject to weather and maintenance limitations. Every effort
will be made to keep the hovercraft available for medevacs as and when necessary. Charters will
be evaluated on a case-by-case basis.

In the Loop Wants to Hear from You

In the Loop covers a variety of issues in the Aleutians East Borough (AEB), including capital
improvement projects, transportation issues, commercial fishing, subsistence lifestyles, health
and potential oil and gas development in the region. The Borough would like to know what you
think about these issues. If you’d like to submit a letter to the editor, please email
Itanis@aeboro.org and ccorbridge@aeboro.org .

Letters must be no more than 225 words in length. Letters will be edited for length, clarity,
grammar and taste. We will publish only one letter a month per writer. Letters must include the
writer's address and a day phone number (for verification, not publication). We will not print
open letters to third parties and will not knowingly publish letters submitted to other
publications.
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Become an Aleutia Member: 2008 Aleutia Memberships Available

Join the Aleutia fishery in one of Alaska’s most beautiful, wild and dramatic regions. Capture the flavor

of this treasured resource — Aleutia sockeye salmon.

All permit holders can re-apply for 2008 memberships. Membership forms are

permit card holder.

Aleutia Membership Application Form

Aleutia Web site link

Figure 1 - permit card holder

available at the office in Sand Point or visit the link below. Those who submit their
applications and membership fees will receive a free 2008 Aleutia hat and floating

Fill Your Freezer with Delicious Aleutia Sockeye Salmon

or email Tiffany Jackson at Aleutia_Tiffany@arctic.net.

Craving premium-quality, all-natural
Aleutia sockeye salmon? If vyou're
freezer is empty, and your mouth is
watering for the full-flavored, rich taste
of sockeye salmon, Aleutia still has some
fillets left. Get ‘em while supplies last. It
costs $141.63 for a 25- pound box.

Call the Aleutia office at (907) 383-5909

In the Loop Published by the Aleutians East Borough

April 1,2008 Page 3



http://www.aleutianseast.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bC43B451C-26F4-4BF7-90CD-27DA97517009%7d
http://www.aleutia.org/

Got News?

If you have news you’d like to share, please email ltanis@aeboro.org and
ccorbridge@aeboro.org.

Thank you for reading In the Loop. If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe,
please send an email to ltanis@aeboro.org.
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