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NPFMC Meets in Portland This Week 

 
The North Pacific Fishery Management Council is 

meeting in Portland, Oregon this week to consider 

several issues, including Bering Sea crab issues and 

groundfish annual catch limits. The Council‟s 

meeting is scheduled for Feb. 10 - 16, 2010. 

 

Major Issues include the Halibut/Sablefish IFQ 

Program, progress on implementation of the 

Observer Program, initial review of the Bering 

Sea/Aleutian Islands Crab Right of First Refusal 

and groundfish annual catch limits. The council is 

also planning to take final action on the Amendment 80 Cooperative Formation. Fish 

News will provide a report on these actions next week.  Click on the link below to review 

the Council‟s draft agenda. 

  

Link: Draft Agenda - NPFMC Meeting - Portland, OR - Feb. 10 - 16, 2010 

 

 

To listen to a live audio feed of the Council meeting, click on the link below:  

 

 

https://www106.livemeeting.com/cc/npfmc/join?id=D22GSJ&role=attend 

 

 

http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/Agendas/210agenda.pdf
https://www106.livemeeting.com/cc/npfmc/join?id=D22GSJ&role=attend
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NOAA Fisheries Hires New Assistant Administrator  

  
NOAA has announced that Eric Schwaab has been 

selected to serve as the new Assistant Administrator for 

NOAA Fisheries, starting Feb. 16, 2010. Schwaab will 

lead NOAA‟s efforts to rebuild fisheries and the 

livelihoods that depend on them. His priorities include 

improving outreach and relationships with recreational 

and commercial fishermen, better aligning federal and 

regional fisheries priorities, restoring confidence in 

fisheries law enforcement, and promoting management 

approaches that will achieve both sustainable fisheries 

and vibrant coastal communities.  

  

 

Read more - NOAA press release 

 

 
 

BOF Wraps Up Deliberations on 65 Proposals 
 

 

The Alaska Board of Fisheries 

(BOF) wrapped up deliberations on 

Committee D's proposals (Alaska 

Peninsula/Aleutian Islands finfish 

proposals) on Sunday, Feb. 7, 2010. 

Committee D was the last of four 

committees. Altogether, the BOF 

considered 65 proposals and 

listened to testimony from more 

than 100 people on Feb. 2 - 7, 2010 

at the Egan Civic & Convention 

Center in Anchorage.  

 

AEB Mayor Stanley Mack, a drift 

gillnet fishermen, told the board during his testimony that he sympathizes with folks 

NOAA has selected Eric Schwaab to 

serve as the new Assistant 

Administrator for NOAA Fisheries. 

The Alaska Board of Fisheries considered more 65 

proposals during its deliberations. 

http://www.noaanews.noaa.gov/stories2010/20100210_fisheries.html
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living in the Arctic-Yukon-

Kuskokwim area (A-Y-K) because 

they‟ve been struggling with 

declining Yukon River king, 

Chinook and chum salmon runs and 

smaller fish. He also said he has 

heard the same argument over the 

years that Area M fishermen have 

been catching too many 

Kuskokwim-Yukon-bound chum 

salmon. However, Area M fishermen 

say thanks to a voluntary chum pool, 

the chum bycatch is a small fraction 

(3 - 4%) of what the return is to 

western Alaska.  Mayor Mack said 

after he attended the BOF meeting in 

Fairbanks last month focusing on the 

A-Y-K, he came to a conclusion. 

 

“There‟s a large flaw in the 

monitoring of the escapement,” he 

explained. “I believe that the fishery 

in the Yukon and the Kuskokwim 

could be satisfied with a better 

monitoring system such as sonar in 

the area. If they can‟t monitor the 

kings that are going up the river, 

how can they monitor the chums? That was my question years ago. They have not 

addressed that issue at the Fairbanks meeting. I would like to see this problem taken care 

of,” Mack said.  

 

Nelson Lagoon Tribal Village President Butch Gundersen submitted comments to the 

board about the economic realities facing the small community of about 30 families. 

Nelson Lagoon fishermen submitted several proposals, including one that would restrict 

openings in the Northern District unless local escapement goals are met (Proposal #147) 

and another that would institute windows in the Northern District (Proposal #148). 

Gundersen informed the board that Nelson Lagoon is completely dependent upon 

commercial fishing. 

 

“We hung on through the „80s and „90s to keep all the Area M fisheries alive. Now that 

the Area M fisheries are operating under reasonable regulations, Nelson Lagoon is still 

struggling,” said Gundersen. “The local fishery must improve or our young families will 

continue to migrate out of our village.  The current situation is so bad that we may not be 

able to keep our school next year,” he explained. “The cost-of-living in remote villages is 

high but preserving our culture is vital.  We have set-net sites that have been handed 

More than 100 people testified in front of the BOF last 

week, including AEB Mayor Stanley Mack. 
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down through the generations, and those families have nowhere else to fish. They have 

no other means of making a living.  Our traditional way of life is on the line.” 

 

Both Proposal 147 and 148 failed during Board deliberations. 

 

Carol Foster of Sand Point testified about several proposals, including one suggesting 

changes in the current regulations that allow more fishing opportunities for set-net 

fishermen in the Southeast District Mainland (SEDM) (Proposal #136). Due to low 

returns in the Chignik, the 600,000 fish guaranteed to Chignik fishermen and low 

participation by the Chignik fleet, set netters have not fished in the SEDM in June and 

July for three years. 

  

“The current regulations were designed 

when both South Peninsula seiners and 

Chignik seiners were fishing at Kupreanof 

Point,” she said.  “We were all fishing for 

fish heading west.  But many things have 

changed since that time. Since the 

Chignik co-op, very few vessels fish in 

Chignik now, and those vessels no longer 

fish the cape,” she explained.  “We have 

also seen a major reduction in the number 

of seiners participating in salmon.  The 

chances of Chignik catching 600,000 reds 

have gone way down, and our set netters 

can‟t fish until that happens.  We are 

hostages to an outdated plan. Please 

change these regulations so our fleet can 

be managed on our runs.” 

 

The board took no action on Proposal # 

136. The board also voted against or took 

no action on other proposals that would 

have provided more fishing opportunities 

in the SEDM for South 

Peninsula/Aleutian Island fishermen. 

 

Many Area M fishermen were disappointed that their proposals to protect their fisheries 

and increase fishing time in certain areas didn‟t pass. However, they were relieved they 

didn‟t lose any ground, compared to several years ago.  

Carol Foster of Sand Point said Area M fishermen 

are hostages to an outdated plan (the current 

regulations governing the SEDM). She asked the 

board to changes the regulations so the fishing 

fleets can be managed on their runs. 
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Visit the links below to get results on all of the proposals, to listen to archived recordings 

of the meeting and to read BOF‟s 2010 proposal book for Alaska Peninsula/Aleutian 

Islands finfish.  

 

Link: AEB's Website - Proposal Results - BOF - AK Pen. - Aleutian Islands finfish 

 

Link: KSDP's Website 

 

Link: BOF 2009 - 2010 Proposals - AK Peninsula/Aleutian Islands finfish 

 

 

ADF&G Budgets $1 million for Salmon Research, 

Monitoring and Management in A-Y-K 

 
The Alaska Department of Fish and Game has budgeted more 

than $1 million for salmon research, monitoring and 

management projects in the Arctic, Yukon and Kuskokwim 

region. The first call for proposals will open this Friday, Feb. 

12, 2010. At that time, the agency will offer approximately 

$600,000 for salmon stock assessment and management 

projects. The agency is seeking proposals that could provide 

improved escapement estimates and information explaining 

why king and chum salmon stocks have declined. A second 

call for proposals is planned for late March, 2010. 

 

 
ADF&G Publishes Two Fishery  

Management Plans for the South Alaska Peninsula, 

Chignik and Kodiak Areas  

 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game's (ADF&G's) Commercial Fisheries 

Westward Region IV recently sent two fishery management plans to the AEB to share 

with fishermen/stakeholders:  

http://www.aleutianseast.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bB6B0BFCF-C93E-4B77-8957-3F04CCD6353E%7d
http://apradio.org/
http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us/fishinfo/meetinfo/2009-2010/ak-penn-aleu-isl-props.pdf
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1) The Fishery Management Plan for the State-Waters Pacific Cod Season in the 

South Alaska Peninsula Area. 

2) The Fishery Management Plan for 

Commercial Black Rockfish Fisheries 

in the Kodiak, Chignik and   South 

Alaska Peninsula Areas. 

Each plan is meant to provide fishermen and 

other stakeholders with an abbreviated 

summary of the important regulations that 

govern the two fisheries. 

Just as a reminder, the state-waters cod season 

opens seven days after the Western Gulf of 

Alaska federal/parallel cod season closes.  

Preliminary projections suggest this may occur 

towards the end February 2010.  The black 

rockfish season opened on Jan 1, 2010. 

If you have any questions, contact Mark Stickhert, Assistant Kodiak/Alaska Peninsula  

Shellfish/Groundfish Management.  

Phone: (907) 486-1853; email: Mark.Stichert@alaska.gov .  

 To download the plans, click on the link below: 

 State Fishery Management Plans - ADF&G  

 

 

 

Sand Point Seafoods Update 
By Nancy Blakey, Snopac Products Owner 

 

 

Plans for New Fish Processing Plant 

 

Plans for building a new fish processing plant in Sand Point continue to build 

momentum.  The Start-Up Committee has had several successful meetings with potential 

financing sources in Anchorage over the past several months. In addition, regional entity 

support is growing.  The Start-Up Committee has scheduled a long-term strategic 

planning session in late March with regional partners and those who indicated continued 

The Pacific cod state-waters season opens 

seven days after the Western Gulf of Alaska 

federal/parallel cod season closes.  

mailto:Mark.Stichert@alaska.gov
http://www.aleutianseast.org/index.asp?Type=B_BASIC&SEC=%7bD97910AD-7FA8-4271-A334-B8F6DB073F01%7d
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interest in the plant proposal. This three-day planning session will work to integrate long-

term operational and community goals into the LLC‟s business plan.   

 

Plans for Gear Shed 

 

The new gear shed plans are moving forward.  Paul Schwitters has been finalizing the 

design with estimates to follow.  Once a bid has been accepted, the building will be 

ordered for installation. It is anticipated the gear shed will be built during the 2010 

summer season and ready for use by autumn. 

 

Snopac 2010 Season Update 

 

Snopac Products, Inc., has confirmed that Bob Bark has been hired as fleet recruiter for 

the 2010 season.  Bob has fished in the Sand Point area for more than 45 years. He retired 

from fishing in 2006.  He currently lives in the Greater Seattle area.  Bob is planning on 

arriving in Sand Point approximately February 20
th

, and staying for several weeks during 

which he will set up informational meetings for fishermen and visit with fishermen at the 

harbor.  Fishermen interested in learning more about Snopac‟s plans for processing fish 

during the 2010 salmon season should contact Bob at 206-349-3985, and after Feb. 20
th

 

he can be reached at the Sand Point Seafoods office:  907-383-2502. 

 

 

IPHC Decides on Catch Limits for 2010 

 
The International Pacific 

Halibut Commission 

(IPHC) recently decided 

on catch limits for 2010, 

totaling 50,670,000 

pounds, a 6.3 percent 

decrease from the 2009 

catch limit of 54,080,000 

pounds. Since 2005, the 

overall catch limit has 

declined by about 31 

percent due to decreasing 

fish populations in several 

areas. However, there 

Regulatory 

area 

IPHC approved 

2009 limits 

IPHC approved 

2010 limits 

% 

change 

2A 0.95 0.81 -14.7 

2B 7.63 7.5 -1.7 

2C 5.02 4.4 -12.4 

3A 21.7 19.99 -7.9 

3B 10.9 9.9 -9.2 

4A 2.55 2.33 -8.6 

4B 1.87 2.16 +15.5 

4CDE 3.46 3.58 +3.5 

TOTAL 54.08 50.67 -6.3 
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were a few bright spots. Area 4B (Western Aleutian Islands) and 4CDE (Bering Sea 

areas) experienced increases because of population gains.  

 

The halibut season opens March 6, 2010 at noon and closes at noon on Nov. 15, 2010. 

For a breakdown of the regulatory areas and details, visit the table (above) and the links 

(below). 

 

 

IPHC News Release 

 

Read more - Alaska Journal of Commerce article 

 

Map of IPHC Regulatory Areas 

 

 
 You are reading FISH NEWS, published quarterly by the Aleutians East Borough to help keep 

the lines of communication open among Alaska's commercial fishing interests. If you would like 

to have FISH NEWS delivered to you via e-mail subscription, send an e-mail message to 

ltanis@aeboro.org . For more information about our fisheries, our people, and our communities, 

please visit us at www.aleutianseast.org and check out our new blog at 

http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com/ . 
 

 

http://www.iphc.washington.edu/halcom/newsrel/2010/nr20100201.htm
http://www.alaskajournal.com/stories/020510/fis_11_002.shtml
http://www.iphc.washington.edu/halcom/commerc/regmap.htm
mailto:ltanis@aeboro.org
http://www.aleutianseast.org/
http://aebfishblog.blogspot.com/

