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In the Loop 

             
Bringing the Aleutians East Borough, the AEB School District and Eastern Aleutian Tribes 

together by sharing common goals. 

 

Paul Schaack Wins AEB Assembly Seat F 
 

Results from the Aleutians East Borough (AEB) runoff 

for the Assembly Seat F show Paul Schaack to be the 

winner. Schaack received 92 votes. William Dushkin, 

Sr. received 77 votes. Schaack says he’s grateful for the 

support of the voters, and he will do his best to serve the 

interests of the entire Borough. After the results were 

released, Dushkin called Schaack to congratulate him.  

The Borough held a runoff election on November 18, 

2008, after no one received in excess of 40 percent of 

the votes cast during the October elections. So by 

Borough code, a runoff was required. The canvass 

committee met Monday, November 24, 2008, at 10:00 

a.m. to canvass the runoff election.  They reviewed 

           Photo by Monty Martin 

Paul Schaack won the runoff election for 

AEB Assembly Seat F. 
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election material and tallied the 69 absentee ballots and 1 questioned ballot. Results are listed 

below.    

 

Aleutians East Borough 
November 18, 2008 

Special Election Results 

ALEUTIANS EAST BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

SEAT  F 

PAUL A. SCHAACK          92 

      WILLIAM DUSHKIN, SR.  77 

 

Judge Orders Exxon to Pay Part  

of the Punitive Damages This Month 

 

Federal Judge Russel Holland ordered Exxon to release a portion of the negotiated $383 million 

settlement owed to thousands of Alaska fishermen and other plaintiffs. Part of that settlement, 

$151 million, is expected to be distributed 

by some time next week. Plaintiffs’ attorney 

Andrew Ott said the remaining $232 million 

of the settlement negotiated with Exxon will 

be paid out later.  

According to that agreement, the money 

will go to nearly 33,000 commercial 

fishermen and others who sued Exxon after 

the 1989 spill of crude oil in Prince William 

Sound.  

 

Read more 

Thousands of Alaska fishermen and other plaintiffs are 

expected to receive their portions of the punitive 

damages next week in the Exxon Valdez oil spill lawsuit. 

http://www.adn.com/money/story/600838.html
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Pacific Marine Expo Was a Success 

 

Turnout at the Pacific Marine Expo in 

Seattle November 20 – 22, 2008 was even 

better than anticipated. The consensus is, 

Expo was a success. The event, held at the 

Qwest Field Center, attracted a large 

crowd, including many people from the 

Aleutians East Borough. The AEB’s new 

2009 calendars were a big crowd pleaser.  

 

By the afternoon of the second day, there were no 

calendars left. The AEB pens were also a popular 

give-away. Flyers featuring the communities’ 

harbors and the recently-completed Cold Bay 

Terminal Building were on display and available for Expo attendees to take home with them. 

Aleutians East Borough Mayor Stanley Mack, AEB Administrator Bob Juettner, AEB Fisheries 

Consultant Sam Cotten, Borough Public Information Officer Laura Tanis, AEB Finance Director 

Roxann Newman, King Cove Mayor Ernest Weiss, King Cove Administrator Gary Hennigh, 

King Cove Administrative Manager Bonnie Folz and King Cove Harbormaster Dave Bash were 

on hand at the Borough’s booth to help answer questions.    

 

 

 

The Pacific Marine Expo Pacific is the largest commercial 

marine trade show on the West Coast. 

AEB Finance Director Roxann Newman points out 

some of the features of the Borough’s harbors. 
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Borough Releases Recommended 2009 Acceptable Biological 

Catch for Cod, Pollock at Fishermen’s Meeting in Seattle  

 

Borough Fisheries Resources Director Beth Stewart met 

with fishermen in Seattle to release the recommended 2009 

acceptable biological catch (ABC) for Pacific cod and 

pollock in the Gulf of Alaska. Stewart received the 2009 

recommendations after meeting with plan team members 

from the North Pacific Fishery Management Council. The 

2009 recommended ABC for Pacific cod is 55,300 metric 

tons. That’s 88 percent of the previous year’s number, 

which totaled 66,000 metric tons.  Thirty-nine percent goes 

to the western and central Gulf. Four percent goes to the 

eastern Gulf and ten percent goes to catcher processors. 

Twenty-five percent goes to the state waters fishery.  

A tagging study is expected to start up this 

winter during the pot fishery. The goal is to 

approximate real time, so it syncs with the 

actual fishing season. Stewart said a study using 

Sand Point Fisherman Melvin Larsen’s year-

round vessel is a good start. If that occurs, she 

believes the numbers should shoot back up to 

79,500 metric tons for the year 2010.  

The winter apportionment for pollock switched, 

based on survey results. The recommended 2009 

ABC for pollock is 31,194 metric tons. That’s 

down again from this year, and is roughly 32 

percent of the catch limit for the A, B season apportionment. 

 

 

 

 

The recommended 2009 ABC for Pacific 

cod in the Gulf of Alaska is 55,300 

metric tons. 

The recommended 2009 ABC for pollock in the Gulf of 

Alaska is 31,194 metric tons. 
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Fishermen’s Meeting Held in King Cove 

 

Aleutians East Borough Fisheries Consultant Sam Cotten and Borough Public Information 

Officer Laura Tanis attended the King Cove City Council Meeting on Nov, 5, 2008 to provide an 

update on commercial fishing in the 

region. The following morning, 

Cotten and Tanis also visited the 

Harbor House to meet with 

fishermen.  

Cotten explained that one of the 

proposals the North Pacific Fishery 

Management Council (NPFMC) 

will take up is the LLP (limited 

license program) Recency proposal. 

The goal of that proposal would be 

to reduce the number of licenses 

within the Gulf of Alaska that 

haven’t been used recently. The 

council will also do an initial review of the Pacific cod sector split in December. Cotten says 

they’re not likely to take action, but will perhaps narrow down the options. That could include 

analyzing the Western and Central Gulf and treating them differently, such as divvying up the 

cod based on gear type. Other issues include conducting a 3-year review of crab rationalization 

to determine what’s working and what isn’t. Cotten said one change could include reclassifying 

the harvest shares as C shares (or crew shares).  

Cotten and Tanis reminded fishermen that if they’re interested in attending the NPFMC 

meetings, they should contact Borough Clerk/Planner Tina Anderson at (907) 383-2699 or email 

her at tanderson@aeboro.org. Providing testimony won’t be necessary, however, attendance is a 

requirement for those fishermen who wish to obtain financial assistance for travel and 

accommodations from the Borough.        

 

 

 

 

King Cove Harbor 

mailto:tanderson@aeboro.org
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Bering Pacific Seafoods Plans to Buy 

Halibut and Sablefish Next Fall 

 

Bering Pacific Seafoods (BPS), a 

$5-million processing plant in 

False Pass, plans to buy and 

process halibut and sablefish 

beginning in the fall of 2009. The 

plant, owned 

by the 

Aleutian 

Pribilof Island Community Development Association (APICDA), wants to 

offer an alternative market to local fishermen. BPS Chief Operating Officer 

Joe Kyle says the plant hopes to buy approximately one-quarter of a 

million pounds of halibut and about one-half million pounds of sablefish 

next year.  

“I’m hoping this will provide a market to fishermen which is closer to home, in some cases,” 

said Kyle. “I also think it’s going to be good for the City of False Pass because the more fish we 

land at the plant, the more tax revenue will be generated for the city.”  

BPS is currently in its second year of operation. So far, it buys and processes sockeye salmon. 

That meant temporarily closing the plant 

down this fall after the salmon season was 

over. Last year, BPS was open June 1st 

through August 31, 2008 for salmon 

processing. In 2009, the plant will re-open 

September 1
st
 through October 31st for 

sablefish and halibut. 

“Though halibut and sablefish are 

important to our future success, Ken Smith, 

a former False Pass resident and the BPS 

plant manager, is vital to us establishing 

ourselves as an alternative market for local 

fishermen,” Kyle added. “Ken’s knowledge 

Bering Pacific Seafoods in False Pass 

BPS C.E.O. Joe Kyle 

BPS plans to be open for five months in 2009. 
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of the fishery and his lifelong associations with area fishermen are chiefly responsible for the 

success we enjoyed in 2008.” 

Kyle said from a purely economic standpoint, it’s very important that the plant is able to increase 

its production by buying other high-value species of fish. Kyle said the goal is to do an excellent 

job processing the fish and sell for a reasonable return. 

“We’re glad to be a small, community-based plant and offer an alternative niche market,” he 

said. “It’s good for the local fishermen and it’s good for the community.”  

   

 

False Pass Harbor Project  

Will Remain Unfinished Until Spring  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

The construction company building the harbor in False Pass recently announced they are leaving 

the job unfinished for the winter.  Kelly-Ryan Construction’s contractual completion date was 

January 4, 2009. However, now they say they will return to False Pass in March. They’re 

requesting a harbor completion date of June 12, 2009 from the Army Corps of Engineers.  

            Photo by Melanie Hoblet 

Kelly-Ryan Construction has demobilized for the winter and plans to return in March 2009 to complete 

construction on the False Pass harbor. 
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Aleutia Revamps Website  

 

Aleutia recently revamped its website, providing an updated, 

easy-to-read format. The site features information about Aleutia 

sockeye salmon and crab, and what makes the non-profit 

organization’s products stand out. A “news” tab also features 

recent press releases and a radio interview with journalist Laine 

Welch and Aleutia Operations Manager Tiffany Jackson. The 

interview focused on how Aleutia was approved 

by the State of Alaska to represent the Alaska 

Peninsula and the Aleutian Islands as an 

RSDA.  

Welch’s daily Fish Radio programs air on 25 

stations around the state. Her weekly Fish 

Factor column appears in more than a dozen 

newspapers, including the Anchorage Daily 

News. 

 

Link to radio interview 

 

Check out the new Web site by visiting www.aleutia.org.  

 

 

 

 

 

Aleutia has offices in Sand Point and King Cove. 

http://www.aleutia.org/index.asp?Type=B_PR&SEC=%7b6E0B21AD-9B40-45BA-AC94-612313E53560%7d&DE=%7b5F992B02-3E33-4AF9-80BF-979F233143F5%7d
http://www.aleutia.org/
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Native Teacher Mentoring Program Gets Grant from Shell 

 

Shell Oil Co. recently presented the Avant-Garde Learning Foundation with a sizable check to 

help kick-start a teacher preparation program in rural communities where teacher retention is a 

challenge.  The program received a $705,000 commitment from Shell Oil Co. to get the program 

on its feet. The first installment of $352,000 is 

already in. 

The performance-based teacher preparation 

program is a partnership between Avant-Garde, 

five school districts and six higher education 

institutions to “grow, nurture, and sustain” 

Alaska Native educators to work in Alaska 

communities. 

The districts involved include the North Slope 

Borough, Northwest Arctic Borough, Aleutians 

East Borough, Lake and Peninsula Borough, and 

Bristol Bay Borough. 

 

Read more  

 

 

Statewide Education Summit Sets Goals for Alaska 

 

 
The Alaska Statewide Education Summit concluded November 14 

in Anchorage with a list of 44 goals and a vision and mission 

statement that will form the basis for the first comprehensive 

statewide education plan in Alaska’s history. 

 

                                                             Photo by Dr. Phil Knight 

Peter Slaiby, General Manager of Shell Oil in Alaska, 

hands a check to Shirley Holloway, CEO of Avant-Garde 

Learning Foundation. 

 

http://thearcticsounder.com/news/show/3859
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“Now we have the start of a beginning that will be meaningful and will change the lives of 

Alaska students,” said Alaska Education Commissioner Larry LeDoux, who convened the 

summit. “Our students will lead Alaska. The next 50 years will be led by the students who are in 

our schools today. Our guidance will make sure they are ready. I believe we have the resources 

and expertise that will help every child become successful. If we do everything right and have a 

clear focus, we can achieve our goal. But we must work together.” 

 

The summit, dubbed “Building Alaska’s Future One Student at a Time,” was sponsored by the 

Alaska Department of Education & Early Development with support from 

the University of Alaska and the nonprofit organization America’s 

Promise Alliance. 

 

Nearly 450 Alaskans from all walks of life convened at the Dena’ina 

Civic & Convention Center on November 13 and 14 to discuss education 

issues that affect Alaskans from birth through post-secondary education 

and in the work place. Attendees included members of the University of Alaska; the Department 

of Labor and Workforce Development; educators, local and state school board members; parents; 

students; business people; representatives of Native organizations and nonprofits; and legislators. 

 

Read more 

 

King Cove Marks Domestic Violence Month 

Submitted by Ladonna Linley, Special Projects Coordinator, Eastern Aleutian Tribes 

 November 25 marked the 

beginning of the United Nations’ 

Sixteen Days of Activism 

Campaign Against Gender Based 

Violence.  The Office on Violence 

Against Women commends global 

efforts to raise awareness about 

violence against women during this 

campaign which culminates with 

International Human Rights Day on 

December 10, 2008. 

                                                                              Photo by Brenda Wilson 

The staff at the King Cove Clinic promoted “’Awearness” of Domestic 

Violence 

 

 

http://www.eed.state.ak.us/edsummit/home.html
http://www.unfpa.org/16days/index.htm
http://www.unfpa.org/16days/index.htm
http://www.unfpa.org/16days/index.htm
http://www.unfpa.org/16days/index.htm
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/
http://www.ovw.usdoj.gov/
http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/humanrights/
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Violence against women is truly an international epidemic, and it can take many devastating 

forms, including domestic abuse, sexual assault, sex trafficking, harmful cultural practices, or 

abuse in the context of war and conflict. We recognize that these crimes affect women around 

the world and that their devastating consequences are not unique to any community, state, 

population, or country. By working together, we can bring international attention to efforts to 

end violence against women and share promising practices and information to help the victims of 

these crimes and hold offenders accountable.   

For those who live with violence, everyday is a day of awareness - of hyper-vigilance, of efforts 

to stop violence. For the next sixteen days, our world comes together with renewed promise and 

commitment to end the epidemic of violence against women and to become nations that 

have zero tolerance for this violence. 

“Be strong.  Be kind.  Keep the faith. Working together, we can create a world where every 

home is safe, every child is cherished; where women and men treat each other with dignity and 

respect and where violence is unthinkable.” - Excerpted from "The Woman in the Moon" (A 

video about domestic violence in rural Alaska) 

 

EAT Hosts Community Appreciation Potluck 

in Five Borough Communities 

Submitted by Ladonna Lindley, Special Projects Coordinator, Eastern Aleutian Tribes 

 

As a way to say “thank you” to our 

communities for their continued support, a 

contingent of administrative staff from Eastern 

Aleutian Tribes (EAT) traveled to five sites on 

the Aleutian Chain in November to host 

Community Appreciation Potlucks.  

Participants at King Cove, Sand Point, False 

Pass, Cold Bay, and Nelson Lagoon enjoyed 

traditional foods and heard presentations on 

various health care services and special 

projects.  Residents also took part in drawings 

for give-aways, including $100 in fuel credits 

for five lucky participants and Wal-Mart gift 

                                                      Photo by William Kost 

EAT hosted community potlucks in Sand Point, King 

Cove, False Pass, Cold Bay and Nelson Lagoon.  
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cards.  

Executive Director Patty Linduska, Director of Operations William Kost, CHAP Director Tara 

Carr and Clinical Information Manager Kelly Samuelson joined community residents at the 

events, designed to celebrate the many collaborative efforts within the communities to highlight 

healthy lifestyle choices and track the incredible progress made by EAT, from the days of 

village-based traditional healers to today’s comprehensive professional services.  

 

 “Our providers and Community Health Aides live and work in the communities we serve. As 

each community has embraced our services, we have become an integral part of the community, 

positively impacting families in our local villages,” said Patty Linduska, adding that hosting 

thank-you events not only provides an opportunity for program updates but is just one more way 

EAT carries out its mission of “Working Together to Promote Healthy Communities”.   

 

Read more 

 

EAT Launches New Website 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Aleutian Tribes has launched its new and improved website, which includes news, job  

opportunities and information about its clinics. Go to www.eatribes.org to see the latest.  Link 

onto “News” for current events. 

 

 

 

 

http://eatribes.org/eatnews/?p=14
http://www.eatribes.org/
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Cold Bay Residents Stitch Creation  

for Statewide Quilt Celebration 

 

 

Seven Cold Bay residents have been busy lately 

creating a work of art to help commemorate Alaska’s 

50
 
years of statehood. The group participated in the 

quilt block for the Statehood Quilt Celebration. 

The original center design (drawn by former resident, 

Ken Kritzer) is Cold Bay’s city seal.  Above it is a 

traditional pattern called “flying geese”, which 

represents the waterfowl that come to feed on eelgrass 

in Izembek lagoon and the geese which feed on the 

abundant berries.  Across the bottom are red and silver 

salmon, the staple food caught in Cold Bay’s rivers and 

bay.  Within 

the seal are a 

grizzly bear 

and a caribou, 

which roam 

the vast 

tundra.   

Those who 

worked on the quilt or helped in some way are: Molly 

Watson, Sandra Lopez, Allyson Maxwell, Charlene 

Chute, Jacki Bendixen, Dawn Lyons, Tammy Muller 

and Stephanie DeVault. 

 

 

 

                                    Photo by Dawn Lyons 

Cold Bay residents completed a quilt block 

for the Statehood Quilt Celebration. 

                                                                Photo by Dawn Lyons 

From the left, Jackie Bendixen, Molly Watson, 

Allyson Maxwell,  Sandy Lopez and Carlene Chute 

display their talents in the Cold Bay quilt block they 

created. 
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Sand Point Women’s Club Wants Your Favorite Recipes 

  

 

The Sand Point Women’s Club is working on republishing their 

cookbook, and is looking for more of your favorite recipes.  This 

cookbook has been a favorite for over 20 years. Now is your chance 

to share your tried-and-true recipes to be included in the next version.  

You can submit your recipes to Karen Johansen by sending an email 

to karenj@eatribes.net. You can also fax recipes to (907) 383-6078 or mail them to P.O. Box 15, 

Sand Point, AK 99661.  Please include your name with your recipe. Recipes will be accepted 

until January 31, 2009.   

 

 

Got News?  

 

If you have news you’d like to share or story ideas, please email  

ltanis@aeboro.org or call Borough Public Information Officer Laura 

Tanis at (907) 274-7579. 

 

Thank you for reading In the Loop. If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe, 

please send an email to ltanis@aeboro.org.  

mailto:karenj@eatribes.net
mailto:ltanis@aeboro.org
mailto:ltanis@aeboro.org

