The Honorable Frank Murkowski
Governor, State of Alaska

P.O. Box 110001

Juneau, AK  99811-0001

RE:  State’s Position on Quota Share Programs

Dear Governor Murkowski:

I am writing to you directly because your staff at the Alaska Department of Fish and Game seems hesitant to oppose the legalization of quota shares for processors.  Governor, I am sure you remember the terrible position Alaska’s fishermen were in before Statehood.

The canneries controlled all commercial fishing through ownership of the traps.  After traps were abolished at Statehood, the canneries just bought boats.  Independent Alaskan fishermen then had to compete against company owned boats.

Finally, when the State implemented limited entry into our salmon fisheries, the canneries were prohibited from owning permits.  Our family, along with others in our small coastal community, was finally to become independent from the canneries.

We now face two terrible programs.  The first is the Gulf of Alaska Rationalization program.  Although it doesn’t contain Processor Quota Shares (PQs), it does tie fishermen to processors.  We would have to give up part of our quotas to change processors!  It also limits entry into processing.  We would be prohibited from processing any species the current processors don’t process.  We would never be able to fish in a competitive market.

The second disaster is the possibility of PQs being authorized in the current Magnuson-Stevens Fisheries Management and Conservation Act.  The current North Pacific Fisheries Management Council has already implemented PQs in its Crab Rationalization Program.  It’s a real blow to our fishing community.  The processors are going to quit buying crab in November, so the race for fish continues, but with fewer vessels and no crew jobs.  The price for red and brown king crab has dropped.  
We ask you, a long time Alaskan, to oppose these types of measures.  We are relying on your knowledge of Alaska’s history and sense of right to prevent our communities and fishing families from sliding back into an ignoble past.

Sincerely,

