Fish News

Oct. 2, 2009

North Pacific Fishery Management Council
Takes up Pacific Cod Sector Split

Published in In the Loop on Sept. 30, 2009

Starting tomorrow (Oct. 3, 2009), the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council will take up a major
issue: the initial review of the Pacific cod sector
split. The council is considering the controversial
proposal for a variety of reasons, including the
concern that competition among the sectors may
contribute to higher rates of bycatch. Another reason
: S 48] the council is exploring the proposal is because
Pacific cod Pacific cod participants who are dependent on the
fishery face economic uncertainty. The Advisory
Panel will consider the proposal starting on Oct. 1%. The issue will come before the
council beginning on Oct. 3".

Other issues the council will consider include the observer
program, Bering Sea crab issues and Gulf of Alaska tanner
crab and Chinook salmon bycatch. The council plans to
take final action on:
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e Trawl seep requirements for flatfish trawl fishery.
¢ Management of BSAI skates complex.
e Permit fees.

For more information, visit the links below:
Link: NPEMC October Meeting Agenda

Link: Initial Review Draft: Allocation of Pacific cod among sectors in Western and
Central GOA

Alaska Red King Crab Quota Cut to 16 million lbs.,
Snow Crab Set at 48 million Ibs.

The Alaska Department of Fish & Game
(ADF&G) published the 2009-2010 Alaskan
crab quotas this week. Fishermen will notice
a 27% decrease in the total allowable catch
(TAC) for king crab, from 20.3 million
pounds to 16.0 million pounds, including
_ ‘ . CDQ allocations. Many were surprised at
ERY 37C QR & this reduction because discussions about

; it king crab status had indicated that the stock
was maintaining its status quo.

King crab
Snow

crab TACs were set at the higher end of the expected
range: 48.0 million pounds, including CDQ. That’s a
22 % decrease from last year’s snow crab TAC of
58.55 million Ibs.

Snow Crab

The other crab fishery TAC's were as follows:

e St. Matthew's Blue king crab: 1.167 million Ibs.

e Bairdi/Tanner Crab: This fishery has the potential for a TAC (including bycatch and
discards) of 5.57 million Ibs, which is managed in an Eastern and Western zone
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http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/Agendas/1009agenda.pdf
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/current_issues/pcod/GOA_Pcodsplit909.pdf
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/current_issues/pcod/GOA_Pcodsplit909.pdf

from the 166 W. longitude line. Because ADF&G expects high bycatch and
mortality in the West, they are not opening the western zone fishery.

e The Eastern fishery will be limited to a harvest of 1.35 million pounds, with the rest
of the allocation reserved for bycatch and incidental mortality. Harvesters have not
caught the tanner crab TAC since the fishery was reopened in 2005.

All of these crab fisheries will open at noon on October 15, 20009.

Borough Plans to Showcase Harbors and

Infrastructure at the Pacific Marine Expo
Published in In the Loop on Sept. 30, 2009

’-irn Seattle on Nov. 19 — 21, 2009. (Photo of 2008 event)

to make a big splash with its newly
completed harbor, which can
accommodate up to 40 vessels ranging in
size from 32-120 feet. King Cove is also
gearing up for big changes. Plans call for
completely rehabilitating King Cove’s
small harbor next year.

Fish News Published by the Aleutians

Borough communities plan to feature
the latest developments in harbors
and other infrastructure projects in
Seattle this fall. The Pacific Marine
Expo (also known as “Fish Expo”) is
scheduled for November 19 — 21,
2009 at the Quest Field Center in
Seattle, WA.

Sand Point will showcase its 18-acre
harbor  extension, which  will
accommodate 37 vessels up to 150
feet in length. False Pass also expects

AEB Finance Director Roxann Newman points out | 3
harbor amenities within the Aleutians East
Borough during the 2008 Fish Expo.




Flyers explaining each community’s developments will be handed out at the Borough’s
exhibit. Several representatives from the Borough and its cities will work in the booth at
the exhibit, including AEB Mayor Stanley Mack, Borough Administrator Sharon
Boyette, AEB Finance Director Roxann Newman, Borough Community Development
Coordinator Ted Meyer, AEB Communications Manager Laura Tanis, Borough Fisheries
Consultant Sam Cotten, King Cove Administrator Gary Hennigh, Sand Point Assembly
Member Carol Foster, False Pass Mayor Tom Hoblet, King Cove Administrative
Manager Bonnie Folz, King Cove Harbormaster Dave Bash and King Cove Finance
Clerk Kim Newman.

Area M Fish Meeting Scheduled

for November 19th in Seattle
Published in In the Loop on Sept. 30, 2009

Area M fishermen are invited to participate in a meeting at the Silver Cloud Hotel (across
the street from the Quest Field Event Center) on Thursday, Nov. 19, 2009 from 10:30
a.m. — Noon. Last year, a fishermen’s meeting was also scheduled during “Fish Expo”,
drawing good
attendance. It also
provided an excellent
forum for fishermen to
talk with folks from
all  the  Borough
communities.
Agreement was
reached on several
proposals.

Topics of discussion
this year are expected
to include the
NPFMC'’s proposal on
Pacific cod allocations

The fishermen's meeting in Seattle, scheduled during the Pacific Marine and _Area M proposals
Expo, provides an ideal forum for Area M fishermen to discuss and reach coming before  the
agreements on a variety of issues. Alaska  Board  of
Fisheries in February.
Another hot topic is the desire to obtain more salmon fishing time in July. Last month,
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Area M fishermen proposed several possible solutions. Discussion of solutions is
expected to come before the local advisory committees and continue during the
fishermen’s meeting in Seattle.

Borough Votes to Give Aleutia $23,000 Grant

Published in In the Loop on Sept. 30, 2009

Last week, the Borough Assembly voted in favor of providing Aleutia with $23,000 in
funding to assist in promoting the brand this fall. By dramatically changing its business
model and selling directly to retailers this year, Aleutia was able to double its customer
base and generate the highest-ever price for its product.

The Aleutia brand will launch in the
Rocky Mountain states this fall as a
featured salmon product in 30 upscale
grocery  locations around  Utah,
Colorado, Kansas, Missouri and New
A L E U T [ ATM Mexico. A southwest grocery chain will
also help roll out the Aleutia brand in a
Phoiws. " Witk Flhoskon. select group of its premium stores
around central Texas during the next
several months. This success means the
program can grow and expand to other communities. However, Aleutia lacked the capital
to take full advantage of numerous promotional opportunities. Thanks to unanimous
consent from the Borough Assembly, Aleutia will be able to raise its visibility and
generate increased enthusiasm among harvesters, potential buyers and other stakeholders.

Natural Resources Report to the AEB Assembly

Submitted by AEB Resource Director Beth Stewart
and Borough Fisheries Consultant Sam Cotten

The Natural Resources Department had a relatively quiet summer. The June sockeye
fishery was a disappointment. Sockeye remained out of reach for most fishermen.
Although chum catches reached near the 750,000 mark during the June fishery, we
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pollock

contributed to decreased success.

Meetings:

Board of Fisheries: Sam Cotten traveled to King Cove and
joined Beth Stewart in Sand Point to have our first round of
discussions with local fishermen.
upcoming Alaska Board of Fisheries meeting. The Board will
take up Alaska Peninsula/Aleutian Islands finfish proposals
February 2-6, 2010. Our meeting is scheduled to be held at the
Egan Convention Center in downtown Anchorage.

remained below our unofficial cap. Sockeye catches
improved during the North Peninsula fisheries. The
post-June South Peninsula fisheries continued to
disappoint the set netters.

The recent pollock fishery has produced an unusual
harvest pattern. It was a boon for Peter Pan
fishermen who were able to avail themselves of
tenders, although rough weather probably

The focus was on the

This is not an ideal time for local fishermen because the cod and

pollock fisheries will be underway. We spoke to the Department of Fish and Game about
this when the schedule was first announced. The ADF&G staff felt that their hands were
tied because the Board likes to get through the Bristol Bay and AYK meetings before

taking up our area.

Meetings were held in King Cove on Friday, August 28 and Sand Point on Saturday,
August 29. The timing of the meetings was set in an attempt to be convenient for all
interested parties. The pollock “C” season didn’t end as soon as expected, so some of the
pollock fishermen were not available.

Read more

You are reading FISH NEWS, published quarterly by the Aleutians East Borough to help keep the lines of
communication open among Alaska's commercial fishing interests. If you would like to have FISH NEWS
delivered to you via e-mail subscription, send an e-mail message to ltanis@aeboro.org . For more
information about our fisheries, our people, amd our communities, please visit us at www.aleutianseast.org
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